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Andy started his officiating career in 2009 after his first year of university. His first taste of refereeing 
basketball started within the house league his high school coach organized. Making the move from 
rural Newfoundland to the Metro area of the Province, Andy was unsure of what to expect, but he 
jumped into officiating with both feet. 
 
Bishop says. “Through officiating, I have learned the importance of building a strong work ethic to be 
ready to make proper adjustments”. “Unpredictable situations will arise and this is when preparation 
pays off”. Andy says, officiating is a constant learning experience and he has been fortunate to have 
worked with many veteran officials across North America. 
 
Andy has worked thousands of games over his career, including minor, highschool and both the 
senior men’s and ladies leagues. He has also worked over 1500 Provincial games at every level, from 
NLBA tournaments to SSNL, 4A, 3A and 2A championships, refereeing a number of championship 
games in these tournaments. 
 
Officiating also gave him the opportunity to travel the province, meet new people and develop new 
friendships, everywhere he went. Andy says, “The locals you meet are genuinely interested in your 
story and you can learn a lot from their way of life”. Besides the travel and being able to visit a lot of 
places, it also helps to earn a little extra money, says Bishop. 
 
Andy has also attended a number of camps over his career: 

.2016-Caufield’s Camp of Excellence--Halifax, N.S. 

.2019-20-USport Official Season. 

.2020-SJABO Officials Camp--St. John’s, NL. 
 
A level 5 NABO certified official, Andy has also officiated at the Elite Level. 

.2014-Winter Games U15 Boys Championships--Clarenville, NL. 

.2015-U15 National Boys Championships--St. John’s, NL. 

.2018-Winter Games-U14 Girls Championships--Deer Lake, NL. 

.2019-Fiba World Cup Qualifiers--Andy was selected as a, {Table Official},-St. John’s, NL 
 
When asked about what advice he would offer to new officials starting out today, Andy said: 
 
Work hard and the game will reward you. Get out of your comfort zone and say yes to every 
opportunity presented to you. Observe senior officials every chance you get, ask for advice, do not 



take anything personal and do not overthink the game. Split the game into 2 minute increments and 
build confidence throughout. Take advantage of stoppages in play to ask your partners for help. 
Always look to improve your communication skills. Lessons learned on the court will help with the 
challenges you will face in your personal life as well. Work hard, be patient and the game will take you 
as far as you wish. 


